
 

Coronavirus pandemic not over, German
health minister warns
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German Health Minister Karl Lauterbach addresses the media during a press
conference in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Feb. 25, 2022 on the current coronavirus
pandemic in Germany. Credit: AP Photo/Michael Sohn

Germany's health minister warned Friday that the coronavirus pandemic
isn't over yet, noting that the country is still seeing record infections and
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high numbers of deaths.

The Robert Koch Institute, Germany's disease control agency, reported
210,743 newly confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 226 deaths in the past
24 hours. Officials say laboratory data suggests there may be a large
number of undetected cases.

"We need to be careful not to think that the pandemic is over," Health
Minister Karl Lauterbach told reporters in Berlin.

A subtype of the omicron variant, dubbed BA.2, could lead to a further
rise in cases, he said.

Lauterbach urged Germany's 16 states not to relax restrictions faster than
recently agreed.

He rejected the idea of declaring a so-called Freedom Day as some other
countries have done, saying it would give people a false sense of
security. Unlike many comparable countries, Germany also has a higher
rate of unvaccinated people over 60 who are particularly vulnerable to
serious illness if they contract COVID-19, he said.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: Coronavirus pandemic not over, German health minister warns (2022, February 25)
retrieved 4 February 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-coronavirus-pandemic-german-health-minister.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-germany-COVID-restrictions.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-germany-COVID-restrictions.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-coronavirus-pandemic-german-health-minister.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

