
 

Anti-inflammatory drug blocks brain
plaques
24 June 2008

Brain destruction in Alzheimer's disease is caused
by the build-up of a protein called amyloid beta in
the brain, which triggers damaging inflammation
and the destruction of nerve cells. Scientists had
previously shown that preventing individual
amyloid beta proteins from sticking to one another
minimized brain lesions and protected nerve cells
against damage. 

The new study—a collaborative effort by
researchers in Germany and the US—shows that
an anti-inflammatory drug (called CNI-1493) may
have the same effect. The drug—already tested in
humans for the treatment of inflammatory
diseases—protected nerve cells against amyloid
beta –induced damage in culture. In mice prone to
developing an Alzheimer's-like disease, the drug
decreased brain inflammation and improved
memory and cognitive function.

Other anti-inflammatory drugs, such as ibuprofen,
have been shown to reduce Alzheimer's disease
lesions in the brains of rodents, but CNI-1493
appears to be faster and more effective. If these
results hold up in humans, CNI-1493 may provide
a more effective alternative to current Alzheimer's
therapies, which temporarily prolong the function of
nerve cells but do not prevent their destruction.

Source: Journal of Experimental Medicine 

APA citation: Anti-inflammatory drug blocks brain plaques (2008, June 24) retrieved 15 June 2022 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2008-06-anti-inflammatory-drug-blocks-brain-plaques.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               1 / 1

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2008-06-anti-inflammatory-drug-blocks-brain-plaques.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

