
 

Obama administration on track to surpass
health care goal
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In this Nov. 12, 2014 file photo, the HealthCare.gov website, where people can
buy health insurance, on a laptop screen, is seen in Portland, Ore. Some 9.5
million people have already signed up for 2015 coverage under President Barack
Obama's health care law, and the administration is on track to surpass its
nationwide enrollment target set last year. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)

Some 9.5 million people have already signed up for 2015 coverage under
President Barack Obama's health care law, and the administration is on
track to surpass its nationwide enrollment target set last year. 
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The Health and Human Services Department said Tuesday that, through
the middle of January, more than 7.1 million people had signed up in 37
states where the federal government is running the insurance markets. At
least another 2.4 million signed up in states running their own exchanges.

The health insurance exchanges offer subsidized private coverage to
people who don't have access on the job. The deadline for 2015
enrollment is Feb. 15, and officials are expecting the numbers to surge at
the very end. 

HHS Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell said it's still too early to take a bow,
but she's "encouraged by the strong interest we've seen so far." 

The top five states were Florida, with nearly 1.3 million signed up;
California, with 1.2 million; Texas, with nearly 920,000; North Carolina,
with nearly 460,000; and Georgia, with more than 425,000. 

HealthCare.gov and the state exchanges have largely avoided the
technology meltdown that turned the 2014 sign-up season into an
embarrassment for the White House. But there is a cloud over this year's
open enrollment season as well. 

That's because the Supreme Court has agreed to hear another sweeping
challenge to the health care law. This time, opponents argue that the
legislation as written does not allow the federal government to subsidize
premiums in states that haven't yet set up online insurance markets. 

If the justices accept that view, the vast majority signed up through
HealthCare.gov would lose their subsidies, calling into question their
ability to pay premiums. Consumers in states running their own
exchanges would continue to receive financial assistance. 
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Supporters of the law argue that while its language may be difficult to
parse, Congress clearly intended financial assistance to be available in
every state. The case will be heard in March, and a decision is expected
early in the summer. Of the top five enrollment states in Tuesday's
report, only California is running its own market. 

Last year, Burwell had set a national target of 9.1 million people enrolled
and paying their premiums. It's still too early to say if that goal has
already been met, because the number only counts people who've sealed
the deal by paying their first month's premiums. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said in estimates released
this week that it expects enrollment in the exchanges to average about 12
million people during 2015. 

The health care law also provides additional coverage for low-income
people, by expanding eligibility for Medicaid in states that accept. On
Tuesday, Indiana became the 28th state to agree to expand Medicaid,
and the latest state with a Republican governor to do so. At least 9.7
million people have gained coverage through the law's Medicaid
expansion, which targets low-income adults with no children living at
home. 

Although Obama's Affordable Care Act still has its share of problems, it
is succeeding in reducing the number of Americans without coverage.
Congressional budget analysts estimate that about 19 million fewer
people will be uninsured in 2015 than would have been the case without
the law. 

Republicans in Congress, however, remain committed to repealing
"Obamacare." 

The House planned to vote next week on annulling the entire law, said
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Matt Sparks, spokesman for House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-
Calif. A full repeal would face long odds of success in the Senate, where
majority Republicans would need support from at least six Democrats to
prevail. 

The president has said any such legislation will draw his veto. 

  More information: HHS report— tinyurl.com/p9pydo5
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