
 

Social renters 14 times more likely than
homeowners to be victims of alcohol-related
domestic violence
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Minimum alcohol pricing would "disproportionately benefit" poorer
households after analysis revealed social renters were more than 14
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times more likely to be victims of alcohol related domestic violence than
homeowners. 

Dr. Carly Lightowlers, in the University of Liverpool's Department of
Sociology, Social Policy and Criminology and Lucy Bryant at the
Institute of Alcohol Studies, analyzed five years of data from the Crime
Survey for England and Wales (CSEW), and linked details of alcohol-
related violence or anti-social behavior with information relating to
victims' occupation, income and housing tenure. 

They found that, overall, households earning less than £19,999 were
more than 50% more likely to suffer some form of alcohol-related
violence than those earning £40,000 and above (1.07% against 0.78%),
while those classed as long-term unemployed were almost twice as likely
to be victims as those in managerial occupations (1.01% against 0.64%). 

The numbers were even more startling for alcohol-related domestic
violence, with the incidence rate for social renters (12.13 incidents per
1,000 people) more than 14 times higher than that for homeowners (0.85
incidents per 1,000 people). 

Dr. Lightowlers said: "This research clearly shows that those belonging
to lower socio-economic groups are more likely to experience alcohol-
related violence than others. However, when this violence was broken
down into subtypes, it was alcohol-related domestic violence where the
most dramatic inequalities were seen—incidence rates for this amongst
the lowest socio-economic groups were as much as 14 times higher than
for others." 

The study also looked at rates of alcohol-related anti-social behavior
(ASB) and found that, while almost one in ten people (8.79%)
experienced alcohol-related ASB in the last year, there was no
correlation with socioeconomic status. 
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However, when the researchers analyzed "high frequency experiences of
alcohol-related ASB victimization" they found those in the lowest
socioeconomic groups were disproportionately affected; with 50.4% of
social renters, 46% of households earning less than £19,999 and 55.1%
of unemployed people suffering weekly from alcohol-related ASB;
against 28.4% for homeowners, 24,7% for those earning £40,000 and
above and 27.9% for those in managerial positions. 

Dr. Lightowlers added: "Previous studies have already suggested that
these health inequalities can be addressed through alcohol-pricing
interventions, and research has repeatedly linked alcohol's price and
availability with local and population wide levels of violence.
Considering this, our findings suggest the potential of alcohol pricing
and availability interventions to disproportionately benefit lower
socioeconomic groups should be urgently investigated by policymakers
and researchers." 

  More information: The full report is available online: 
www.ias.org.uk/uploads/pdf/IAS%20reports/rp41052020.pdf
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