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EU will have vaccine doses for 70% of
adults by mid-July: commissioner

20 April 2021

A medical assistant prepares a dose of a COVID-19
vaccine to be administered to a patient. Credit: Public
domain image courtesy of Lisa Ferdinando, U.S.
Department of Defense

The EU will have enough COVID-19 vaccine doses
to cover 70 percent of its adult population by mid-
July due to higher production within the bloc, a
senior official said Tuesday.

"Fifty-three factories are producing vaccines in the
EU. Our continent is now the largest producer in
the world after the United States," internal markets
commissioner Thierry Breton told French daily Le
Figaro in an interview.

"I am now certain of how many doses are currently
in production and | know how many millions will be
delivered each week," he said.

"This allows me to assure you that we well have by
mid-July the number of doses necessary for
vaccinating 70 percent of the European Union's
adult population,” he said, citing the threshold
many health experts say is necessary to achieve
"herd immunity".

EU governments have faced fierce criticism over
the bloc's joint vaccine procurement efforts, which

saw a slow start to its innoculation drive even as

% programmes raced ahead in Britain and the US.

Already half of American adults have had at least
one dose, and as of Monday anyone aged 16 and
over can sign up for a shot.

In the EU, by contrast, just over 20 percent of
adults have received at least one jab, according to
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control.

Breton insisted that Europe would catch up in the
coming months, with production capacity "that will
reach 200 million doses a month by this summer".

But he poured cold water on the idea of using
Russia's Sputnik V vaccine anytime soon, after
Germany opened discussions with Moscow this
month without waiting for coordinated EU action.

The European Medicines Agency (EMA) is
evaluating Sputnik's safety and efficiency, but "it
still lacks some essential data," Breton said.

And even if approved, "we'll have to find production
capacity, because the Russians do not have large
production sites and are looking for industrial
partners in Europe which are already fully
mobilised".

"For all these reasons, | don't think significant
guantities of Sputnik will be available for Europe
before the end of 2021," he said.

'Very serious level'

Several EU governments are battling a third wave
of coronavirus cases since the outbreak emerged
last year, and are desperately hoping for increased
vaccine supplies before easing lockdowns and
other restrictions.

French Health Minister Olivier Veran warned
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Tuesday that despite a slight dip in the number of
new cases since schools were shut and travel
banned early this month, "the epidemic is still at a
very serious level".

President Emmanuel Macron aims to begin easing
COVID restrictions in mid-May, including by
allowing restaurants shut since late October to
reopen outdoor seating.

But Veran refused to confirm if the mid-May goal
would be reached, telling the regional Telegramme
newspaper that "the decrease in cases is not yet
fast enough or decisive. We have to continue our
efforts.”
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