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(HealthDay)—Roughly 7.1 million people are living
with visual acuity loss in the United States; and of
these individuals, nearly 1.1 million are living with
blindness, according to a meta-analysis published
online May 13 in JAMA Ophthalmology. 

Abraham D. Flaxman, Ph.D., from the University of
Washington in Seattle, and colleagues used data
from the American Community Survey (2017), the
National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
(1999 to 2008), and the National Survey of
Children's Health (2017) to estimate visual acuity
loss and blindness by age, sex, race/ethnicity, and
geography in the United States.

The researchers found that for 2017, the meta-
analysis generated an estimated U.S. prevalence
of 7.08 million people living with visual acuity loss.
Of these individuals, 1.08 million people were living
with blindness. Among those with visual acuity
loss, 1.62 million persons were younger than 40
years, including 141,000 persons living with
blindness.

"Per this study, uncorrectable visual acuity loss and
blindness are even larger drivers of health burden
in the United States than was previously known,"
the authors write.

One author disclosed financial ties to Janssen and
Merck. 

  More information: Abstract/Full Text
Editorial (subscription or payment may be required)

Copyright © 2021 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

                               1 / 2

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/fullarticle/2779910
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/article-abstract/2779914
http://www.healthday.com/


 

APA citation: Estimated 1 million individuals living with blindness in the U.S. (2021, May 17) retrieved 31
July 2022 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-05-million-individuals.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-05-million-individuals.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

