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Sweden's public health agency on Monday
recommended a fourth dose of the COVID-19
vaccine for people aged over 80, and for anyone in
a nursing home or receiving at-home care. 

While many countries have started administering
third doses, recommendations for a fourth are still
rare.

The Swedish agency said the jab should be taken
four months after the previous dose, at the earliest.

"The spread of COVID-19 is still intense in
Sweden. An increasing number of cases have
been reported in recent weeks, including among
people at increased risk of severe illness," the
agency said.

"The immune system's ability to react to the
vaccination, and build up lasting protection,
decreases with age," it added.

"A booster strengthens that protection," state
epidemiologist Anders Tegnell said in a statement
from the agency.

Countries like Israel, Spain and Denmark have

also announced a fourth dose for vulnerable people.

However, Denmark said Friday that it was not
planning a fourth dose for other population groups,
nor a third dose for those under 18. 

The Danish Health Authority also said it had begun
to plan "a winding down of the current vaccination
program for all target groups", citing the country's
high vaccine uptake and natural immunity, coupled
with the third wave of the virus nearing an end and
infections expected to subside with the change in
seasons.

The authority said the dates of the phase-out would
be announced towards the end of February.

Responding to questions from AFP, it said Monday
it was too early to provide details about what the
phase-out would mean in practice and to what
extent the vaccine would still be available to
unvaccinated Danes. 

In Sweden, more than 85 percent of those over the
age of 80, have received a third dose of the
vaccine, as have 55 percent of over-18s.

The Scandinavian country, which lifted all its
COVID restrictions on February 9 despite a surge
in Omicron infections, made headlines early in the
pandemic for choosing to not impose lockdowns.

With more than 16,500 fatalities so far, its death toll
is slightly better than the European average but is
far higher than those of neighbouring Norway,
Finland and Denmark. 

© 2022 AFP

                               1 / 2



 

APA citation: Sweden recommends fourth jab for over-80s (2022, February 14) retrieved 28 November
2022 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-sweden-fourth-jab-over-80s.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-sweden-fourth-jab-over-80s.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

