
 

Maternal deaths up with pregnancies
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Among pregnancies complicated by cancer, the risks for severe maternal
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morbidity and mortality are increased, according to a research letter
published online June 16 in JAMA Oncology. 

Koji Matsuo, M.D., Ph.D., from the University of Southern California in
Los Angeles, and colleagues used data from the National (Nationwide)
Inpatient Sample (more than 14.6 million deliveries from 2016 through
2019) to examine nationwide trends and characteristics of severe
maternal morbidity and mortality among pregnant U.S. women with
cancer (40 types in 16 systems).

The researchers found that the prevalence rate of pregnancy with cancer
was 69.3 per 100,000 deliveries and increased from 64.5 to 73.4
between 2016 and 2019 (relative increase, 13.8 percent). The most
common cancer types were breast cancer, lymphoma, leukemia, and
gynecologic cancers. Women in the cancer group were more likely to
experience severe maternal morbidity (97.4 versus 17.3 per 1,000
deliveries) and death during the index hospital stay for delivery (2.2
versus
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