
 

US reaches deal with Moderna for omicron
COVID-19 vaccine
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A vial of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine is displayed on a counter at a
pharmacy in Portland, Ore. on Dec. 27, 2021. The Biden administration said
Friday it has reached an agreement to buy 66 million doses of Moderna’s next
generation of COVID-19 vaccine that specifically targets the highly
transmissible omicron variant, ensuring enough supply this winter for everyone
who wants the upgraded booster. Credit: AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File
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The Biden administration said Friday it has reached an agreement with
Moderna to buy 66 million doses of the company's next generation of
COVID-19 vaccine that targets the highly transmissible omicron variant,
enough supply this winter for all who want the upgraded booster. 

The order of the bivalent shot follows the announcement last month that
the federal government had secured 105 million doses of a similar
vaccine from rival drugmaker Pfizer. Both orders are scheduled for
delivery in the fall and winter, assuming regulators sign off on their
effectiveness.

The omicron strain has been dominant in the U.S. since December, with 
the BA.5 subvariant now causing a massive wave of infections across the
country, even infecting President Joe Biden.

"We must stay vigilant in our fight against COVID-19 and continue to
expand Americans' access to the best vaccines and treatments," Health
and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra said in a statement. "As
we look to the fall and winter, we're doing just that—ensuring
Americans have the tools they need to stay safe and help keep our nation
moving forward."

The U.S. orders with Pfizer and Moderna include options to purchase
300 million doses each, but reaching that total will require more funding
from Congress, the Biden administration said.

About 261 million Americans have received at least one COVID-19
shot, but only 108 million have received a booster. 

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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